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"‘T‘U S. Says Navy Sureillance Ship
Is Statzoned Off Central Amerzca

¥,

BleCHARD HALLORAN
SpecialloThe New York Times

' WASH!NG’ITJN Feb. 24 — The United}™
States Navy has for the last two months
stationed a destroyer equipped with
electronic surveillance devices off the
i Pacific coast of Nicaragua and El Sal-
vador to gather intelligence, Defeme
Department officials said today. . :
The officials said the vessel’s mission
was to monitor shlpment.s of arms from
Nicaragua across the Gulf of Fonseca to
-anti-Governmint guerrillas in EI Salvad|
‘ dor and tolisten:with to radio traffic in
‘theregion. v SRR
|- The Rugan Admlnistratlon has long |
! charged that guerrillas inEl Salvador
have been receiving arms provided by
the Soviet Union and its allies through
Cuba and Nicaragua and that the San-
dinist Government in Nicaragua and
Cuban advisers msupponim the Sal-
, vadomnrebels* M rbd N Sanaarse il

Mlssloull‘l'lrmed ‘Routine” .. 7:* ;

. Admlnistntion officlals said the. de-
. stroyer’s. mmion was "‘routine”’ and in-
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“The Niaraguan Navy. acconﬁng to
the latest issue of Jane's Fighting Ships,
‘consists of 200 officers and men, fewer
-than the full complement of 296 officers
and men aboard a Spruance destroyer.

‘!‘be largst shlp in the. Nlcaruguan
Navy ‘according to Jane's, is. a 60-ton
patrol craft armed with three machine
gunsand capable of 26 knots. Nicaragua
also has-four 33-ton patro] boats built in
Isnelt.hatarrymmmmandcan
tnvel at22knots. -

In 1979, after the lett-wingSmdinists
‘came to power, Nicaragua' announced
that it had extended its " territorial
waters't3 200 miles. The Unitéd States
‘has not- recognized ‘such’'cldims, by
‘Nicaragua or other nations. and ‘main-
tains that three miles is the intcmtion-
-ally recognized: limit. Defense Depart-
‘ment officials- also 'said- the - United
States reserved the right of free passage

within the three-mile limit as long as a
Fveaselmnotmmmveﬂnglnahosﬁ!e
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" tended only to keep the United States in- |’

formed. They said the ship had been in |,

international waters at all times and m
presence was not provocative:.:: St o

. They also said there was no parallel |
between the stationing of the ship off the;
Gulf of Fonseca and the intelligence:
mission of two United Statés destroyers

4in the Gulf of Tonkinin 1964 that led to ai! because the ship bad been ordered into

»Conmlmuyxmoluumnpermimng
President - Johmsomn:to ™ onter
forces into the war in Vietnam. ™ ¥ .

Fonseca, the 7,800:ton Deyo, returned to
her home port at Charleston, $.C., today
" and was relieved by a sister ship, Caron.
Both are among the Spruance class of
.destroyers, the Navy’snewest. = °
The shlps. powered by four'gas tur-
bine engines,. are capable. of 33 knots.
| Their radar could pick up small ships at
'sea or in the Gulf of Fonseca. Officials
said the ships had listening gear aboard
that enabled. them to monitor. yadio
transmi.ssions.w s -_»m-f,,m.,.
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Navalofficers said"all" ships’ were
'under standing orders to delcndicitl;m'-
selvesif & ]
{to duag‘? it faﬁmemmﬁmm:

apply tothqshiplonﬂutmﬂ s
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- 1|} forces into hostilities and because there
Pentagon officiais said one dutrom was no indication of hnmlnent involve-
‘that had been stationed off the Gulf of mentinhosﬂnﬂn- :

m;nner. omdals
entagon said’ Secretary of
.Defense Caspar W. Weinberger and his
deputy, Frank C. Carlucci. had been
aware of the surveillance missions of
‘the Navy ships, having been mutinely
briefed on suchoperations.

But the officials said Congress had not
been notified under the War Powers Act

|

_international waters and was not in-
‘volved in the introduction of American

~ The Pentagon officials: also sald that
i Deyo, which is under the cornmand of
-the Second Fleet, with headquarters at
;Normlk Va., had sighted many ships
-and exchanged recognition signals with
several, Buttheysaldnofomignship
had tried tostop the American vessel.
. The Defense Department declined to
say, as a matter of policy, whether the
ship. carried intelligence experts fro
the National Security Agency, which
spec!alizes in electmn.lc intelligeneq
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| electronic devices and return it to Wash-:
ington for analysis. In some cases, ships| .
were fitted out for that mission. In other
‘cases, vans with electronic apparatus
werelifted aboard the decks of ships and
operated by personnel trom the Na.
tional SeaxrityAgancy. o

. Shlp Attacked by Israel in 1967 .

. Those intelligence shi haveowul
sionally in hostilities that hava
had far-reaching consequences. Twode-
stroyers, Maddox and Tuwrner Joy, oper-
ating in the Gulf of Tonkin off the coast’
of North Vietnam in 1964, were suppos-
edly fired on by the North Vietnamese.

That led to the Congressional resolu-
tion under which President Johnson sent
combat forces into Vietnam. It later be.
came a symbol of excessive Presiden-
tial power and was counterbalanced by
‘the War Powers Act. 1

In 1967 a Liberty ship that had been
Joutfitted with an array of electrenic de-
vices was repeatedly attacked by Israeli
ships and planes while in international
waters in the eastern Mediterranean.
Its mission had been to listen in on Is-
raeli and Egyptian radio transmissions,

‘In January 1968 the smau mtemgwoe
ship Pueblo was seized by North Korean
gunboats in international waters off
North Korea and forced into the harbor
at Wonsan. Her:crew was held captive
fornearlyayear, - .- RERS
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has sent gence ships into areas of.
tension to gather information through
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A pbotognph released yesterday from United States Navy archiva shows tbe datmyer" Caron, which s now de-
ployodlnthePadﬂeoﬂElSdndorndNiunmﬂemsemeqnippedmﬂecmkmﬂhmMm -
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